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The present study aims to inform students and researchers about the current state of
thematic issues in doctoral theses in the field of philosophy of education, and has
examined the thematic issues of doctoral theses in the field of philosophy of education
in the past three decades. This study is applied in terms of its purpose and in terms of
the method of data collection in the qualitative research group. In qualitative research,
the qualitative content analysis method with inductive approach was used. The
software (Max QDA) was used to analyze the data. A statistical sample of 245 copies
of doctoral theses in the field of philosophy of education in public universities in the
past three decades (1991 to 2010) was examined and analyzed. The whole-number
sampling method was used. The analysis of three decades of research on doctoral
theses in the field of philosophy of education shows that the Iranian scientific
community has moved from focusing on theoretical issues and problems such as
educational theories in the 1970s to practical and contemporary issues such as new
technologies in the 1990s. It can be said that in these three decades, while maintaining
fundamental topics, the movement towards applied and emerging topics continues.
This trend indicates an effort to respond to the challenges of technology, educational
justice, and indigenous issues, and emphasizes that the Iranian scientific community is
moving towards research related to real needs and current issues, but there is a need
for strategic planning to better cover various topics.

Keywords: thematic course, doctoral theses, philosophy of education, qualitative
content analysis
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