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In today's world, the concept of the creative university is emerging as a new
educational and research paradigm that seeks to promote creativity, innovation,
and collaboration between faculty and students. These types of universities
strive to create a dynamic and inspiring environment with the aim of
responding to complex social and economic challenges. In this regard, faculty
members' perception of the concept of the creative university can play an
important role in the formation and development of this paradigm. This
gualitative study investigated faculty perceptions of the creative university
concept at the University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj. Employing a grounded
theory approach grounded in Charmaz's constructivist perspective, semi-
structured interviews (telephone and in-person) and written questionnaires
were used to gather data from 13 purposefully selected faculty members across
diverse disciplines. Data collection continued until theoretical saturation was
reached. Charmaz's three-stage coding process (open, axial, and selective
coding) was applied, aided by MAXQDAV2020 software, to identify core
categories. Findings revealed that faculty associate a creative university with
cultural dynamism, a civilization-building ethos, rational discourse,
aspirational capacity-building, scientific vibrancy, and self-governance.
Empowering strategies identified included functional agency, international
engagement, civil dialogue, prioritizing activism, enhanced university vitality,
and a robust knowledge cycle. The study highlights the crucial role of dynamic
culture and active engagement in fostering creativity and innovation within
universities, emphasizing the synergistic interplay of internal (cultural,
attitudinal) and external (international collaboration, dialogue) factors in
realizing the creative university ideal.

Keywords: Creative University, faculty members, grounded theory of constructivism,
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