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The current research is a qualitative study that was conducted with the
phenomenological method, aiming to explore the perceptions of research
participants about the competencies and responsibilities of a doctoral student
in the role of a research mentee in interaction with their supervisor. The data
were collected by conducting semi-structured interviews with 20 faculty
members and 20 doctoral students who were selected using purposive sampling
and with criteria-based method and maximum diversity strategy. Data analysis
was conducted using thematic analysis. Based on the findings, the
competencies of students in the role of research mentees include four
organizing  themes: scientific-research  competencies, professional
competencies, interpersonal competencies, and individual competencies. The
responsibilities of students in the role of research mentees consist of two
organizing themes: task-oriented behaviors and relationship-oriented
behaviors. Recognizing and paying greater attention to these competencies and
responsibilities, as well as improving the current situation, can facilitate the
realization of an effective research mentoring relationship between supervisors
and students, thereby maximizing its benefits.

Keywords: competencies of research mentee, responsibilities of research mentee,

doctoral student, supervisor, research mentoring relationship
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