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Abstract

In this article, the policymaking of higher education in the 2000s in Iran and
the commaodification of knowledge are discussed. The main indicator of the
commodification of knowledge is defined in the type of financial relationship
between the student and the university. The more the university's funding and
expenses are financed by the student, the more commoditization has occurred.
The research method for this study was historical-documentary, and data was
collected by referring to first-hand or second-hand sources. The findings of
this study showed: During the 2000s, the amount of student enrollment in the
tuition fee section has increased by 146%. While in the free tuition section,
only 32% increase in the amount of student recruitment has taken place. In
explaining the causes of commodification of knowledge in the 2000s, there
are two main reasons that together explain the situation. The first factor is
higher education and privatization policymaking, and downsizing of the
government after the revolution. The second factor is the increase in the age
range of applicants for higher education in the 2000s.

Keywords: Policymaking, commodification, knowledge, university,
neoliberalism, Iran.

Introduction

In the 2000s, Iran faced an increase in the number of applicants for higher
education, mostly students. The increase in the young population applying for
higher education in the 2000s was already predicted (the increase of students
from 1.5 million people in 2000 to 4.4 million people in 2010), but the
government in the general sense, that is, policymakers and programs
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Educational authorities (Ministry of Science, Parliament, Supreme Council of
Cultural Revolution) did not have a written plan to provide education
facilities, which according to the constitution (free) is the responsibility of the
government. In fact, there was no plan except for the downsizing of the
government, one of the consequences of which is entrusting higher education
to the private sector and the subsequent commodification of knowledge.

The developments we witnessed in higher education have prompted planners
to pay attention to two strategies in higher education. According to the first
strategy, the students should participate more in university expenses and the
second strategy is that universities should be freed from the constraints of
centralized government planning. The first strategy undoubtedly means that
students and families have a greater role to play in the financial provision of
higher education. In the politics of the public sector in general and higher
education in particular, during the 20 years leading to the 2000s, the first
strategy, i.e. the same form of privatization, the expansion of tuition-oriented
universities (commodification) was carried out with intensity and nothing
happened in the second strategy.

According to Farastkhah and Muniei, the planning of higher education in Iran
has been overly pyramidal, centralized and vertical, and government
institutions have assumed a self-proclaimed role in the model of maximum
intervention (Farasatkhah & Maniee, 2014: 29).

Therefore, the main research questions that we seek to answer are as follows:
1) What is the definition and meaning of commaodification of knowledge?

2) What are the causes of commaodification of knowledge in the 2000s?

Research Methodology

The main method of this research is the historical-documentary method, and
information will be collected by referring to first-hand or second-hand
historical sources and documents. However, the documents that have been
reviewed in the executive plans and policies are: the first, second, third and
fourth development plans of the Islamic Republic and the general policies of
Article 44 in order to discover the causes of the commodification of
knowledge, the course of movement and the process that caused it will be
examined in a historical process and over time. Also, in the analysis of
documents and data, content analysis and a part of meta-analysis (using other
people's analysis and research results) and gathering information from
secondary analysis and in some parts statistical analysis are also used.

Findings
The number of students in the 2000s (in all educational and academic
institutions and not only in the institutions affiliated to the Ministry of
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Science) has increased significantly. The number of students in the country
increased from 1,565,131 to 4,404,614 in the 2000-2010 academic year at the
end of the 2000s. Therefore, the number of students has grown nearly three
times (181 percent increase) in the 2000s.

Along with the increase of students in the 2000s, the commodification of
knowledge has also increased greatly. So within a span of 8 years, only in the
state universities, we have had a 32% increase in students, but in the tuition
sector, we have had a 146% increase. Or, the ratio of student recruitment in
the tuition sector to the government sector has increased more than three times
during this period. These statistics show the high degree of commodification
of knowledge that happened in the 2000s. In fact, the strong growth of the
tuition sector (reduction of the state sector) is based on the definition of
knowledge commaodification, and is an indicator that shows the existence of
knowledge commodification. It should be noted that there are reasons for this,
one of which is privatization, which in the general logic of policy-making in
this period is under government minimization.

In general, two factors have been influential in increasing the number of
students in the 2000s, the expansion of the private education space and the
subsequent commodification of knowledge. The first factor is economic
policies and approaches that have been at the forefront of Iran's development
and policy-making programs after the war. According to this approach,
privatization and downsizing of the government is one of the solutions to the
country's problems. With the preparation of the conditions (the presence of
another factor), the government downsizing program in the 2000s will happen
with greater speed in the field of public services and higher education. The
second factor is the presence of a large population of young people who
applied for higher education in the 2000s. In this decade, only the population
of 20-24 years old was 9 million people.

Recommendations

- Changing the macro policies of the higher education sector from a market-
oriented approach and commodification of knowledge to a fair expansion and
equal access to education.

- The possibility of interaction and participation of all stakeholders in the
planning and policy-making of the field of higher education, especially the
universities and academics themselves in a systematic, legal and
institutionalized manner at all stages of the planning process (from the
statement of the mission, determination goals, needs assessment,
prioritization, description of operations and budgeting, evaluation, revision
and corrections).
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- Reduction or elimination of a large number of parallel references in the
process of policy making and planning of higher education.

- Policy-making of the quality of the higher education system should pay
attention to the quantitative crisis and financial constraints, and also maintain,
improve and promote the quality.

- Forming independent and free teams that can properly review the quality of
private universities and adjust educational standards in order to increase the
educational quality of these centers.
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