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Abstract

The major purpose of this research was to develop a theoretical model that
would formulate Farhangian University's current curriculum in progress. This
is a qualitative study that used grounded Theory technique based on Strauss
and Corbin's systematic approach. The statistical population of the study was
all the primary agents participating in developing Farhangian University's
curriculum, including student-teachers, teacher- supervisors, and student
supervisor of Farhangian University of South Khorasan Province. The study
sample were 16 student- teachers, 12 student-supervisors from Farhangian
University's internship program, and 15 assistant teachers from the internship
program, who were purposefully selected. Semi-structured interviews were
used to collect data, which were then evaluated in three stages: open coding,
axial coding, and selective coding. Lincoln and Guba criteria, as well as Rao
and Perry, were used to ensure validity and reliability. The research results
were organized in the form of a paradigm model with the following
components : Educational discontinuation in Farhangian University internship
program as a central category, causal conditions (characteristics of the
intended, implemented, and acquired curriculum), and contextual factors
(macro-policy making, contextual factors of Farhangian University)
Facilitator intervention conditions (competencies of teacher-supervisors and
supervisors), restrictive intervention conditions (organizational challenges,
behavioral factors), proposed strategies (renovation of the planning approach
in the intended curriculum, execution appropriateness of the curriculum and
attention to the areas of improvement of the curriculum obtained) and finally
current consequences (reduction of the effectiveness and efficiency of the
curriculum).

1. Doctoral student in Curriculum Planning, University of Birjand, Birjand, Iran. Corresponding
author:>< Meysam.Gholampoor@birjand.ac.ir

2. Accosiat, Department of Educational Sciences, University of teacher training of Shahid
Rajayi, Tehran, Iran.

3. Accosiat, Department of Educational Sciences, University of teacher training of Shahid
Rajayi, Tehran, Iran.



5l o g1 (im0 58 513315 3 delis 5yl 15551 144

Keywords: Internship, Student-teacher, Curriculum, Farhangian University,
Grounded Theory.

Introduction

Internships in schools are one of Farhangian University's educational
programs for prospective teachers. Internship is an important part of the
teacher education program because it allows prospective teachers to become
acquainted with the knowledge and skills of a teacher. This time is known as
a transition period between the academic and professional worlds (Ruhanen,
2013). Internship, as a link between theory and practice (Babaei, 2017), allows
students to progress from novice to professional status. In terms of meeting
expectations in the category of internships, the most important test of
Farhangian University's success or failure is sought (Mehr Mohammadi,
2013). Many efforts have been made to compile Farhangian University of
Iran's internship curriculum, and comprehensive plans for implementation
have been communicated to affiliated campuses (Hejazi, 2017).

Although many working groups, including academic experts and thinkers,
have designed Farhangian University's internship model based on a thoughtful
approach and training of thoughtful teachers, internship courses can be
obtained between the programs by analyzing the research background in the
field of internship program. The intended course (the title of Farhangian
University's four internship programs) differs significantly from the
implemented curriculum (classroom activities and experiences) and the
obtained program of prospective teacher (learning changes) (Keramati &
Ahmadabadi, 2017; Zare Sefat, 2017 ; Jokar et Al, 2015; Hejazi, 2018). The
existence of such an image of the program has ramifications, including
strengthening school officials' negative or inattentive attitudes toward
internships, discouragement among researchers, professors, students,
teachers, and mentors of internships, and squandering human and financial
resources spent on internships. As a result, it is critical to pay close attention
to Farhangian University's present activities in the sphere of internship
curriculum and to study the existing pattern controlling it. As a result,
according to the perspectives of the project's major agents - internship
professors, student teachers, and internship instructors - this study aims to
identify and construct a Farhangian University internship as its performing,
while taking into consideration the executive realities of the internship
curriculum in the context of Farhangian University.

Research Methodology
Because the goal of this study was to learn about Farhangian University's
current activities in the program of mindful internship for students and
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teachers, it was conducted as a qualitative study with methodological data
investigations. Because a specific model is employed to explain the findings
in the systematic approach of the foundation data, and because of the scope of
research in this area, the systematic approach of Strauss and Corbin has been
used for the foundation data theory. The participants in this study were all of
the main agents involved in Farhangian University's internship program,
including prospective teachers, assistant teachers, and professors of
internships at Farhangian University of South Khorasan province.

The participants in the study were chosen through purposeful sampling of
the required things according to the criteria and the process, since the
researchers' goal in selecting the participants was to collect samples with the
most information about the research issue. Data was collected until the
theoretical saturation point was reached. The study involved 16 prospective
teachers, 12 Farhangian University internship lecturers, and 15 supervisors. A
code was assigned to each participant in the research procedure in order to
keep their identities private and to adhere to research ethics.

In this study, a semi-structured interview was used to collect data. Due to
the importance of the data obtained from the text of the interviews in the data-
based theory approach, the process of analyzing the data obtained from the
text of the interviews was conducted concurrently with data collection and
using MaxQda software in three stages: a) open coding; B) axial coding; and
c) selective coding. To ensure validity, the Guba & Lincoln approach (Guba
& Lincoln, 1980) was applied. In order to examine the scientific accuracy of
gualitative research, they specified four criteria: credibility, transferability,
dependability, and conformability. The method of managing the participating
individuals was applied with respect to credibility. Experts were given access
to the findings with respect to transferability. The method of agreement
between coders was utilized with respect to dependability, and peer review
and verification were used with respect to conformability. The criteria of Rao
and Perry (Rao & Perry, 2003) were utilized, including the establishment of
structured methods for recording, writing, and interpreting data, as well as the
employment of a steering committee to review and implement the committee's
interview strategy and consensus.

Findings

The research findings were divided into seven areas using the Strauss and
Corbin paradigm. The data was employed as a hypothesis in the study process,
and the conclusions were reflected in the Strauss and Corbin model. The
findings revealed that factors such as idealism and not paying attention to the
realities of the university field of action, the centralized system of the
curriculum, the complex nature of the curriculum, and the lack of attention to
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needs assessment in this program prevent the proper design of the internship
curriculum and its relevance to the intended curriculum. In the executive
dimension, recalcitrant executive approaches toward teachers, behavioral
issues, and a lack of support all contribute to the incorrect implementation of
the desired curriculum. On the other hand, a lack of student and instructor
preparation and enthusiasm leads to incorrect acquisition of the adopted
curriculum. The way a curriculum is planned, implemented, and acquired is
the most critical aspect impacting its optimal execution and efficacy.
According to field observations and remarks of interviewees in the planning,
implementing, and acquisition of the program by prospective teachers, the
internship curriculum has several flaws and obstacles.

According to the findings, the educational gap between the intended,
implemented, and obtained curriculum may be expressed in terms of the
central conditions and major theme of Farhangian University's internship
curriculum. In this regard, factors such as unbalanced design and formulation
of the intended curriculum and its incompatibility with executive conditions,
defective implementation of the intended curriculum as a result of executors'
preferences, a lack of facilities and infrastructure, and a focus on traditional
implementation approaches are all important. On the other hand,
characteristics such as student discontent with their learning and poor
prospective teacher performance highlight the importance of a weak
internship curriculum in prospective teacher acquisition.

According to the results and interviews of the participants, factors such as
the following were approved: Renewing the approach in the intended
curriculum and paying attention to the combined, participatory and
educational approaches instead of discriminatory and engineering approaches
in the design of the internship program, proper implementation of the intended
curriculum according to factors such as; Internship topics, training of
executors, creating unity of procedure in internship committees and paying
attention to proper monitoring and evaluation of the project; Also, attention to
the areas of curriculum improvement obtained as approved strategies for
improving the internship curriculum.

Contextual factors such as Macro-policies like paying attention to delegating
authority to campuses and producing content appropriate to the topic,
background factors at the university level and at the school level implementing
the internship program, were identified. It should be noted that the executive
context environment, in both micro and macro dimensions, has a significant
impact on curriculum implementation, which is still not taken into account.
The proper implementation of the Farhangian University internship program
has been limited as a result of factors at the level of challenges of the
implementing organizations (Farhangian University and implementing
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schools) and behavioral factors of the implementers (weaknesses of
supervisors, tutors, and student teachers). Planning and organizing should be
done in this regard, both at the Farhangian University level and at the level of
schools implementing the internship program, and executives should be
justified and trained.

With regard to open, axial and selective coding, the paradigm model of the
current model of Farhangian University's internship practices is presented in
Figure 1.

Facilitating
factors
(Behavioral Causal conditions Background
dimension) Features of the intended, implemented conditions
and obtained curricula Macro-level
Comffrt]ence policy-making
of the
instructor - Background
factors of
Competence > Farhangian
of the tutor University
Tactors Phenomenon (educational facors at the Il
discontinuation) of internshi
(Organization Unbal_anced design_and compilatign of schools P
al Challenges the intended curriculum, defective
and implementation of the curriculum and
Behavioral incomplete acquisi'tion of the internship
Factors) curriculum

Proposed strategies

Adaptation of the internship curriculum (renewal of the planning approach in the
intended curriculum, proper implementation of the curriculum and attention to the
areas of improvement of the obtained curriculum)

N

Current Consequences

Efficiency and effectiveness reduction

Figure 1: The paradigm model of the internship curriculum
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Conclusion

Internships serve as a bridge between all of Farhangian University's teachings,
experiences, and courses. The internship program is as much a risk of neglect
as it is a springboard for change in teacher education. Negligence and
neglectfulness that can only be felt and seen in the field of action in relation
to the various levels of the curriculum and the gap between them. In this study,
we attempted to identify the program's blind spots (hard points) from the
perspective of the agents involved, albeit to a limited extent, by depicting the
various levels of the internship curriculum (intended, implemented and
obtained) to make this program better. As a result, a new approach to planning
Farhangian University's internship course with the collective participation of
all agents is being considered.

The following recommendations are made in response to the research
findings:

- The participation of all agent groups should be considered when designing
and compiling the internship curriculum.

- When designing and compiling the curriculum, the principle of realism
should be considered in light of available resources and executive field
conditions (number of students and professors).

- In order for the internship curriculum to be properly implemented and
prospective teachers to properly acquire the program, Farhangian University
should pay special attention to internship prerequisite courses such as
narration research, research-based study, teaching methods and techniques,
and so on.

- Farhangian University should exercise caution when selecting interns for the
internship curriculum.
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