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Abstract

There is a need for rethinking in sociology, but numerous studies in this area,
if not evaluated in the form of review efforts, can themselves lead to diversity,
confusion, and sometimes contradiction in the findings and results obtained.
In such an atmosphere, in addition to loss of rethinking effort, the field of
attack on the legitimacy and position of sociology also expands. As stated on
mentioned problem, the present study aimed to reflect on the reflection of
sociology in Iran based on the systematic review strategy. The statistical
population includes research done on sociology in Iran from 1991 to 1999 and
published as articles, dissertations, and books. The fundamental question is,
"What are the characteristics of accumulated knowledge in terms of form,
methodology, and content?" To answer this question, based on the
methodological steps, the literature on the subject was reviewed through field
study, searching for works and sources, selection, studying, filing, coding, and
finally, description and analysis. Finally, the results were presented in two
sections: formal and content findings. Suggestions from this description and
analysis emphasize the need to carefully ask questions, clarify concepts, and
rely on approaches such as the sociological approach of sociology in future
reflection efforts.

Keywords: Meta-sociology, Sociology, Sociology of sociology, Systematic
review.

Introduction

Sociology has been present in Iran for nearly eight decades as an academic
discipline and has expanded from various aspects during this period. This
expanded knowledge has always been controversial regarding status,
legitimacy, inherent prestige, and consequently, many reflections and
approaches have emerged. If not evaluated in the form of review efforts,
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numerous studies in this field can lead to diversity, confusion, and sometimes
contradictions in the findings and results and provide the situation to attack
the legitimacy and status of sociology.

Accordingly, this article systematically reviews the reflections of sociology
in Iran. The main questions of the current study are presented in the following
four general categories. The first category is descriptive and is shown in
formal and content findings. The second group focuses on the discovery of
specific patterns in these studies. These questions can be called processing
questions that seek to discover patterns. The third category emphasizes on the
commonalities of studies and, in this way, aims to be aware of the
accumulation and production of science in this field. Finally, based on the
three categories mentioned above, the fourth category examines the study's
shortcomings. These questions are:

1. What are the characteristics of sociological research in Iran in terms of form,
content, and methodology? Also, which theoretical approaches have these
studies been most influenced by?

2. What has been the research process in sociology in Iran? Can specific
patterns be discovered in this area?

3. What are the points of emphasis and commonality of these studies? How
consistent are the results of these studies with each other? According to this
question, how has the accumulation and production of science in this field
occurred?

4. What is the theoretical and scientific gap regarding the subject under study?
Furthermore, based on the description and analysis of the process of previous
studies, analysis of the current situation, and future perspective, what
approaches should the recent studies address the issue so as not to suffer from
repetition, daily routine, and intellectual infertility?

Methodology

This study's statistical and territorial population includes research conducted
from 1991 to 2020 on sociology in Iran and has been published in the form of
articles, dissertations, and books. In this regard, by referring to Iranian sites
that index scientific research articles, 42 pieces of research on sociology in
Iran were identified, including books, dissertations, and related articles.
Twenty-eight studies which specifically dealt with the history, nature, and
functions of sociology in Iran were described and analyzed, in which
theoretical and methodological issues were identified, and the present research
selected, studied, recorded, and coded the relevant information. Thus, the
objectives, main questions, theoretical literature, research hypotheses,
research methodology, findings, and research results were repeatedly re-read,
and then the concepts were coded. Then, these codes were presented,
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reviewed, qualitatively analyzed in the form of the main themes of each
specific research.

In terms of internal validity, the most critical issue in selecting studies was
related to the methodological discussion of the initial independent studies or
research. In terms of external validity, an attempt was made to examine the
studies step by step with questions such as whether the theoretical foundations
presented by the authors are valid? Have researchers done a thorough and
comprehensive search?

The criteria for selecting independent articles or research for systematic
review were: the subject of study was "Sociology in Iran"; The study should
be conducted in the form of systematic research (according to this criterion,
written works in the form of a short and analytical speech or writing or the
form of a lecture on sociology in Iran were removed); Published content in the
form of books, dissertations, and articles in valid scientific and academic
journals. Also, in this study, measures were taken to increase the validity and
reliability of the research, including the fact that in the search for studies, it
was emphasized that extensive findings in the subject field should be
considered. Relying on the immersion feature, the researchers referred to the
multiple texts and notes and, in addition to putting them together, re-read the
data with an analytical approach. Repeated reading and continuous
observation of the texts confirm the results and findings. To avoid confusing
the personal opinions of researchers with the views of others, this view was
put aside on a written page.

Findings

In the descriptive findings section of this paper, the format of the articles, the
method of conducting the studies, how researchers are required to use the
historical approach, and structural factors are discussed. Based on the
qualitative findings, it can be observed that the goals have not been precisely
stated in some related studies. These problems seem to be due to the lack of
clarity of concepts on the one hand and the lack of proper reliance of
researchers on tradition and theoretical logic on the other hand.

Concerning the questions, a review of studies showed that the question of
"qualitative growth of sociology in Iran,” "obstacles and contexts of this
growth and its inefficiency," and "how to produce and reproduce this
inefficiency” has the largest share dedicated. One of the fundamental
questions that have been repeated in some studies and have been very
controversial in order to understand the historical conditions of the emergence
of sociology in Iran is based on a dilemma about how sociology was formed
in Iran: How sociology emerged in Iran and whether the understanding of the
social activities in Iran was imported or has a historical background? Such
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questions are controversial and fundamental since they are generally linked to
challenging issues such as the localization of sociology in Iran.

The main theoretical and conceptual frameworks used in the studies are the
sociology of knowledge and a review of the sociological perspectives of
science (Gholipor, 2017; Arvin, 2011), the scientometric perspective
(Alizade, 2013), Sociology of Sociology (Azad Armaki, 1999),
Modernization theory (Mirfardi, 2015), Postcolonial theory (Tofig, 2010),
Critical approach (Heidari, 2015, Asadolahnezhad & Salamat, 2014)
Modernization theory (Mirfardi, 2015) and Postcolonial theory (Tofiq, 2010).
In general, in this regard, we can point to the non-systematic use of Iranian
researchers in the theoretical reservoir in this field and the lack of critical
dialogue with these theories.

The first systematic work on sociology in Iran was done by Azadarmaki,
published in 1999 entitled "Sociology of Sociology in Iran." This work can be
considered a kind of initiator of sociology of sociology in Iran. In the '70s, the
book and a work by Ehsan Naraghi (2000), which was written to explain the
situation of social research in Iran, can be seen. The authors have tried to deal
with the work done in Iranian sociology for several decades in a specific
process in the mentioned publications. In the next decade, the first research in
this field is the dissertation that Fazeli has done, and, as he puts it, the question
of the usefulness of sociology is presented by accepting the presumption of its
usefulness. He introduces and defines the inefficiency of sociology and its
reproductive factors. This goal is pursued according to the many judgments
that the researcher has observed about the inefficiency of sociology in Iran. In
terms of methodology, researchers in the 90s have tried to study sociology in
Iran with new methods and different strategies. It can be seen that researchers
are gradually trying to pay attention to historical processes and structural
factors in the study of sociology in Iran.

"The mission and role of sociology" in the social system is one of the topics
that is less addressed; In this regard, based on the existing literature and global
experiences, it seems that in addition to addressing the sociological situation
or its inefficiency, it was necessary to take a step back and ask a more critical
and fundamental question_ that is the role of sociology and sociologist. A
question that can be posed is: Sociology for whom? And for what purpose?

Conclusion

Among the main results of the study, it can be mentioned that studies in this
field have not reached the necessary accumulation. The consequence of this
process is the ambiguity of approaches, the ambiguity of concepts, the blurring
of the boundaries between structures, the lack of commitment to specific
goals, the deviation of researchers from the set goals, and confusing
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theoretical designs in such evaluations. Based on what is stated in the research
results, some solutions can be considered. In terms of practical suggestions, it
can be said that in sociology education, as much attention is paid to the study
of scattered social realities and issues, reflection on sociology itself is not
considered. This, which encourages confusing research, seems to be related to
the weaknesses of sociological education in Iran. The lack of serious sociology
efforts of education groups to provide courses and content related to the
rethinking of sociology itself has weakened the body of this field of study.
Sociology requires constant reflection, especially in the face of the various
issues it grapples with within Iran. Such reflections must be made with extra
care. We need training groups and researchers to address this issue to achieve
this goal.

It is suggested that researchers pay more attention to concepts and rely on
specific conceptual and theoretical approaches to reflect on topics such as the
purpose of sociology, sociological work, the position of sociology,
sociological boundaries with other sciences, and job prospects professional
sociological requirements. Topics related to the legitimacy and future of
sociological knowledge as an academic discipline are significant. Also,
questions such as when sociology has begun in Iran? Which authors are
worthy of the name of the ancestors or founders of sociology in Iran?
Moreover, what is an acceptable sociological definition should be considered.
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