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Abstract

Internationalization is an important phenomenon in 21st century higher
education. Numerous researches in this field have carried out in different
countries as well as in Iran. One of the significant aspects of
internationalization is the quality of higher education. Essentially, entering the
world community and internationalizing higher education is not possible
without considering its quality and components. Since the accreditation is one
of the most widely known higher education quality assurance methods. In the
present study, an attempt was made to examine the types of current efforts in
this field by examining the experiences of leading countries in accreditation
such as the United States, the United Kingdom and other successful countries
in this field like Malaysia. In this study, using a descriptive approach and a
method of collocational analysis, the question was answered whether the
efforts of selected countries in accrediting higher education have been in the
direction of its internationalization? The results showed that there is a
relationship between the components of accreditation and internationalization.
Countries that pay more attention to accreditation and evaluation and have
achieved international quality standards, especially members in international
quality assurance networks such as INQAAHE, APQN, etc., have been more
successful in acquiring internationalization components.

Keywords: Quality of higher education, Accreditation, Internationalization of
higher education.

1. Ph.D. Student in Educational Administration, Tehran North Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran.

2. Professor, Institute for Research and Planning in Higher Education, Tehran, Iran.
Corresponding author: 2<Im_farasatkhah@irphe.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Higher Education Administration, Faculty of
Management, Tehran North Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.



el Moy o 65T b e 8 jgol 2wt e s s 10 74

Introduction

Internationalization has been one of the most powerful and pervasive forces
in higher education over the last two decades worldwide. At the beginning of
the 21st century, internationalization orientations, specifications, and
programs offered by a college or university were considered merely as
attractive components of an educational institution’s profile. However, today
internationalization is the main concern in higher education investments, as
educational institutions view internationalization as a potential source of
revenue (Rumbley et al., 2012). In fact, with the expansion of globalization,
higher education has become involved in the internationalization of “global
connections and competitions of students, professors, and administrators”
(Larsen and Al-Haque, 2016).

Knight (2004) defines internationalization as integration of international,
intercultural, and global dimensions into desired goals, tasks, or proper
delivery of higher education. Meanwhile, internationalization is not a new
concept; it is often used to discuss international dimensions of higher
education (Knight, 2004).

In this regard, Qiang mentioned four rationales for the importance of
internationalization in  universities including political rationale
(internationalization leads to security and peace), academic rationale
(internationalization helps intuitions raise their educational and scientific
standards), social and cultural rationale (internationalization requires mutual
respect for cultures and languages), and economic rationale
(internationalization contributes to the development of human resources and
generation of income through attraction of international students) (Sharifi,
Karimi, and Saeidian, 2016).

Since universities are the best settings for accelerating the process of
internationalization, many higher education institutions are taking steps to
prepare students to better understand the interdependent nature of the world
(Breton and Lambert, 2003). According to the literature review, there are
several factors which shape the concept of internationalization and also
scholars offered wide spread of definition for the concept of quality in higher
education. It is noteworthy to mention that “suitability for a specific purpose”
is the simplest definition Bazargan, 2003).

In academic terms, quality is the overall characteristics of graduates, their
published papers, and specialized services of university members that in total
demonstrate capabilities of the system in meeting the expressed demands
(Mohammadi et al., 2005).

The quality of higher education, as a component of internationalization, has
been a highly controversial issue over the last decade. Numerous studies have
been carried out to examine quality assessment methods. Moreover, given the
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fact that comprehensive development of countries is among major missions of
universities, continuous evaluation of accreditation models is necessary for
internationalization of universities. Several scholars have investigated the
relationship between internationalization and quality of higher education. The
present study aimed to design an integrated higher education accreditation
system based on the standards of international quality assurance networks (e.g.
INQAAHE, APQN, efc.) and with an emphasis on promotion of the national
identity and international prestige of Iran’s higher education system. In other
words, the study attempted to identify along with fill the gap between
accreditation of higher education in Iran (current status) and in the
aforementioned successful countries (desirable status).

The authors also suggested higher education policy makers to consider
accreditation as an effective variable in internationalization of higher
education and to include international standards along with local and national
standards in their accreditation models.

Research method

This study used co-ward analysis to describe, examine, and connect the
studied concepts. In this method, the similarities of and differences between
certain concepts are identified in order to relate the concepts to each other and
interpret those relationships.

Findings

The findings revealed a significant relationship among indicators of
internationalization and those of accreditation of higher education. An
institution’s accreditation background, guarantees its transparency and
accountability to higher education stakeholders, influences the arrival of new
international students. In addition, level of competitiveness of an academic
setting and reputation of a university can affect the recruitment of
internationally recognized professors. This finding is in line with the results
of the study of Ozoglu et al. (2015). Moreover, a university’s academic
reputation and prestige is related to its academic mobility and market share.
This is also consistent with the findings of Nia (2015) and Al-Fatal (2017).
Moreover, government spending on higher education was significantly
associated with variables of reinforcement of educational infrastructure and
facilities and attraction of international students. Ultimately, credible research
verifies the relationships of the variable of quality of professors with the
number of indexed articles and the percentage of international collaborations.
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Discussion and conclusion

Quality is among the most important factors influencing higher education, as
many researchers have studied the concept of quality and its effects on higher
education system. Quality is assessed and evaluated through various means
and methods. In this regard, accreditation is regarded by experts as one of the
most well-known quality evaluation mechanisms. Accordingly, Hatami et al.
(2011), Bazargan (2009), Abbaspour et al. (2015), Yadegarzadeh and Parand
(2006), and Niaz Azari (2013) have highlighted the gravity of accreditation,
especially in the higher education system. The results indicated that
universities should achieve relevant international quality standards in order to
enter the international scientific community. Realization of scientific
socialization would be impossible, if the issue of quality in higher education
is overlooked. Therefore, a culture of quality must be institutionalized in
Iranian higher education institutions and universities. This result is consistent
with the findings of Abbaspour et al. (2015), Mojtabazadeh ez al. (2018), and
Mehravar and Molaei (2018). Furthermore, institutionalization of a
comprehensive quality assurance system necessitates the establishment of
national quality assurance institutions which is consistent with the findings of
Bazargan (2009). Finally, membership in international quality assurance
institutions facilitates the process of internationalization of higher education.
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