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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to present a model of cultural knowledge based
on indigenous of student-teachers training at Farhangian University of
Kurdistan. This study was a qualitative research that was done using grounded
theory method. Fourteen people including teachers and professors of
Farhangian University were purposefully identified and selected by snowball
method and were interviewed. The obtained data were analyzed using
continuous comparison method of Strauss and Corbin. Data coding was
performed using Maxqda software. Kappa index was used to measure the
reliability of the designed model. The value of the index was equal to 0.776
and was recognized at a valid level. The results led to the identification of 58
open codes out of 334 concepts and 17 main categories from findings.
Categories  were included: allocating optional courses to teach the
components of indigenous culture, understanding local history, understanding
indigenous geography, understanding local community, understanding
indigenous literature, teaching mother language, knowledge and skills of
teachers in curriculum design and its implementation, understanding business
practices indigenous, knowledge of indigenous arts, knowledge of local games
and entertainment, preservation and development of indigenous culture,
effectiveness of the teaching-learning process, cultural identification, religion
and customs, decentralized curriculum planning, selection of native teachers
and legal requirements. Finally, the categories were presented in the form of
a systematic paradigm model.
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Introduction

In the mid-1960s, a kind of "paradigm shift" called cultural shift occurred in
educational studies (Coombs: Fazeli, 2011). This cultural shift in the teacher
training system is also considered as one of the most sensitive subsystems of
the education system that has the mission of teacher training. After the 1970s,
a novel discourse called Reconceptualism emerged to understand the
complexity of the curriculum. To understand this complexity, Pinar has
focused the research topics on gender, culture, race, and ethnicity (Pinar:
Ghaderi, 2013). On the other hand, one of the features of teacher training
programs based on cultural approach is localization of teacher training
programs.

Paying attention to the relationship between the curriculum and culture causes,
the curricula requires to be as close as possible to the real-life experiences of
students and also provides the ground for learning and consequently effective
teaching (Milner, 2010). The teacher training system, as one of the education
subsystems of each country is responsible for teacher training whose
knowledge and belief have a significant impact on the effective
implementation of curriculum improvements at the school level (Fullan
,2007). The traditional method of teaching, , is a kind of "technical rationality"
and a positivist approach (Schon: Kadkhodaei, 2016), so that the existing
models of "Teacher essential knowledge" including the seven knowledge in
the model of Technological-Pedagogical-Content Knowledge, (Kohler &
Mishra, 2006) known as the TPCK model, also have a technical aspect.
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The formal public education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, following
the thinkers in the field of culture, has divided culture into three levels: local,
national and international. Traditionally, one of the main missions of
education has been cultural transmission and development at all three levels.
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However, the results of the research indicates that the content of the curricula
of teacher training centers paid the least attention to the indigenous- local level
of culture which is a serious challenge, especially in countries with cultural
diversity such as Iran.

With a neo-conceptual perspective and with a shift in favor of a humanistic
and non-technical approach, today knowledge has been introduced under the
title of cultural and multicultural knowledge. According to the classification
of cultural levels and the existence of cultural and multicultural knowledge, it
is possible to introduce cultural knowledge based on teachers' canvas. It seems
that acquiring cultural knowledge in general and knowledge of culture based
on the environment in which teachers work in particular is a necessity for
educating teachers.

In the constitution and perspective of Iran on the horizon of 1404, cultural
issues and the status of ethnic groups have been explicitly considered; but the
curriculum of the Iranian educational system lacks a clear model and
theoretical foundations in this regard (Araghyeh, Fathiyevajargah,
Frooghyeabri, & Fazeli, 2009). In principle, fifteen constitutions emphasize
and specify the possibility of teaching subculture literature in schools along
with Persian language. Moreover, according to the principles and strategies of
transcendental documents, school curricula should address the components of
national culture (including language, religion, history, geography, clothing,
art, thinkers, etc.) and international and global culture in the form of (global
geography, history of nations, foreign languages, introduction of celebrities,
etc.). Also pay attention to the third level of culture called indigenous-local
culture. In Chapter 7 (Operational Objectives and Strategies), solution 5.5
states: "Allocating at least 10% and at most 20% of educational programs to
introduce professions, arts, geography, customs and needs and climatic and
geographic conditions of the provinces, especially rural and nomadic areas,
by observing the standards of quality improvement and strengthening the
Islamic-Iranian identity of students in the framework of creating efficiency
and strengthening national identity. The teacher training system, as one of the
subsystems of education, must design and implement its curriculum in
accordance with all three cultural levels.

Most of the research that has addressed the need for teacher cultural
knowledge are those that have concentrated on teaching a second language.
Teachers who teach a second language deal with texts written in a different
cultural context. As a result, having the cultural knowledge of that community,
they are noticeably successful in transferring knowledge in best possible way.
Take, (Peterson, & Coltrane, 2003) reseach as an example. For example, you
can refer to research (Peterson, & Coltrane, 2003). They emphasize on the
influential role of culture and its importance in teaching a second language.
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Also they believe that in order to inform students about the cultural features
that are reflected in the language, the teacher should expose that feature
explicitly and in the form of topics for discussion in class. For example, while
teaching the use of pronouns, point out the differences between the use of the
pronouns "you (59" (second person singular) and "you (L&)" (second person
plural) in Persian and "you" in English, or the etiquette of being polite in
English. Colisson (1974) examined the relationship between a second
language and the conceptual development of students based on Vygotsky's
theory and observed that when the language of instruction for native students
was English, they were unable to understand concepts. Educators believe there
are significant cultural differences between American teachers and Brazilian
students. Duncan (2007) argues that educational feedback should also be
consistent with the student's rate of cognitive development and culture and
ecological conditions.

Ghaderi et al. State that 91% of students and 68% of teachers agree with
teaching local history in political, artistic, religious, cultural and social
dimensions. He mentions the pedagogical necessity, understanding of their
living environment, meeting the spiritual needs of individuals, strengthening
the spirit of patriotism, representation and preservation of indigenous
originality and identity as the results of teaching local history (Ghaderi,
Mahmudyemoazzam, Havasbaygi, & Gholami, 2017). Valker also considers
the successful implementation of the local history curriculum to require
professional development of teachers (Valker, 2015). Design and
implementation of special programs for each of the cultures, ethnicities, and
subcultures is also on demand by cultural minorities in the United States
(Mohammadi, Kamalekharrazi, Kazemifar, & Javadpoor, 2016). These
findings clearly indicate the importance of recognizing the indigenous culture
of the teachers' work.

Despite the importance of acquiring knowledge and information of indigenous
culture by teachers, this type of knowledge has been neglected in the essential
knowledge models of teachers and consequently in the teacher training
program. Therefore, different dimensions of this aspect of teachers'
knowledge have remained unknown due to the lack of theoretical pattern and
model.

This study with a neo-understanding perspective and with a shift in favor of a
humanistic and non-technical approach is thinking of paradigm shift in the
field of essential knowledge of teachers. In this study, we seek to identify the
dimensions and components and design a model of cultural knowledge based
on the environment of teachers in Kurdistan province. According to this goal,
two questions were asked: 1- What are the dimensions and components of
cultural knowledge based on the student-teacher environment of Farhangian
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University of Kurdistan Province? 2- What is the paradigm model of cultural
knowledge based on the student-teacher canvas of Farhangian University of
Kurdistan Province?

The findings of this study can be utilized in practice by teacher training
planners in Kurdistan province to design part of the curriculum of Farhangian
University with the aim of training teachers aware of local culture. In the long
run, it can develop and localize the essential knowledge model of "Kohler and
Mishra" teachers by adding the circle of "cultural knowledge".

Methodology

This research was conducted with a qualitative approach and using the grand
theory method. The research sample included teachers working in Kurdistan
province and faculty members of the Farhangian University in Kurdistan
province. The research was at the data saturation point after interviewing 10
teachers (6 men and 4 women) and 4 faculty members (3 men and 1 woman).
Information is encoded using three steps; Open Coding, Axial Coding and
Selective Coding, were analyzed and categorized using Maxqda software.
Strauss & Corbin paradigm was employed in axial coding. Afterwards, the
paradigm model and the formulation process were sent to the participants for
commenting on the process and the final model. According to the experts,
most had totally accepted the generated model, while some gave comments
that were applied in the reciprocal reform process. The kappa index value was
calculated to be 0.776 which was at the level of valid agreement.

Findings

In line with the first question based on identifying the dimensions and
components of cultural knowledge, data analysis identified 334 concepts, 58
open source and 17 main categories. The main categories represent the
dimensions and 58 subcategories represent the components. The main
categories are: 1- Knowledge of native literature; index subcategory: history
of indigenous literature; 2- Knowledge of indigenous geography; subcategory
index: flora and fauna and natural attractions; 3- Knowledge of local history;
subcategory of index: recognition of historical monuments; 4- Recognition of
local business methods; Index subcategory: handicrafts; 5- Recognition of
local games and entertainment; subcategory index: Use of local games in
primary schools; 6- Recognition of indigenous arts; subcategories of index:
Kurdish music and singing; 7- Legal requirements; subcategory of index:
emphasis on upstream documents; 8- Knowing the local community; index
subcategory: indigenous living culture; 9- Indigenous language teaching;
subcategory of the index: teaching knowledge and skills of reading and
writing in the mother tongue; 10- Allocating optional courses to teaching
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native components; subcategory of index: allocating free lessons for teaching
native literature; 11- Knowledge and skills of teachers in curriculum design
and implementation; subcategory index: use of indigenous languages in
education; 12- Religion and customs; index subcategory: recognition of
religious-indigenous customs; 13- Decentralized curriculum planning;
subcategory of index: implementation of decentralized curriculum planning
system; 14- Native selection of teachers; subcategory index: native selection
and employment of students - teachers; 15- Cultural identification; index
subcategory: strengthening local and national identity; 16- Effectiveness of
the teaching-learning process; index subcategory: effective learning; 17-
Preservation and development of indigenous culture; subcategory of
indicators: preservation and transmission of indigenous culture, have the
highest repetition among other indicators of these categories.

To answer the second question of the research, the main categories were
delineated based on the answers given by the interviewees in the form of the
following systematic paradigm model.

Model of knowledge of native culture of students - teachers of Farhangian
University of Kurdistan Province

Interfering factors:
religion and customs

( \ /strategies:yﬂausal conditions: \

consequences: gres i o .
1- Preservation and 1- Ass|gn|ng i[ Recognition of native
optional courses to iterature
development of teach the 2- Recognition of local
indigenous culture components of communit)_/_ )
2- The efficacious indigenous culture Axis 3- Recognition of native
of the teaching- [ 2- Developing category: geography
learning process <:_:| teachers' knowledge<: Native 4- Recognition of local
3- Cultural and skills in the language history
field of curriculum teaching 5- Recogpnition of local

identification business practices

6- Recognition of indigenous
arts

7- Recognition of local
games and entertainment

8- Legal requirements

design and
implementation

Underlying factors:
1- Decentralized curriculum planning
2- Localization of teachers
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Conclusion

Teachers in different geographical areas that have various anthropological
characteristics should be trained according to those characteristics
(Kumaravadivelu, 2012). Teacher training programs should also consider the
principle of culture and environment and provide indigenous programs based
on existing differences (Mayhami & Bastan, 2018).

- Mother tongue education and mother tongue education should be included
as a course in the programs of Farhangian University.

- Other indigenous categories such as indigenous history, indigenous
geography, indigenous literature, indigenous sports, indigenous businesses,
local community customs and indigenous arts should be considered in the
form of a course called "Indigenous knowledge" in the curriculum of
Farhangian University.
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