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Abstract

In recent decades, science norms as institutional requirements of scientific
occasions have been noticed by thinkers in sociology. In this regard, the
collection of academic and post academic norms have been emphasized. The
basic purpose of this study was to investigate the rate of postgraduate students’
commitment to academic and post academic norms influenced by scientific
sociability and formation of academic identity in statistical population under
study. This study was a social survey and research data were collected through
questionnaire technique. Statistical population consisted of all postgraduate
students in Isfahan, Kashan universities and Art University of Isfahan. Three
hundred twenty people were selected by Sample Power software as a sample
size. Validity and reliability of research variables were investigated and
verified by compound reliability and Cronbach’s Alpha. The results of study
indicated the rate of students’ commitment to academic and post academic
norms 19.3 and 40.9, respectively. Moreover, the effect of scientific
socialization on students' commitment to academic and postgraduate norms
was equal to 41% and 36%, respectively, and the effect of student identity on
the mentioned norms was equal to 27 % and 29%, respectively. According to
achieved SRMR for the model of commitment to academic norms (0.09) and
post academic norms (0.10), it can be concluded that the model has an optimal
fitness. Overall, the results indicated that students studied are more inclined
to commit to post academic norms than to commit to academic norms.

Keywords: Academic norms, Post academic norms, Scientific sociability,
Post-graduation.
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Introduction

Nowadays, paying attention to science and turning it into one of the main
discourses of society and creating a favorable environment for the
development and production of science and technology based on Islamic
teachings and in accordance with the needs of the society can be considered
as one of the criteria scientific ethics and ideal academic individual in Iran.

Entering and building a bound with the market by universities played a
significant role in altering the position of science in academic communities.
Meanwhile, weakness of market-industry interventional supervisions and
policies gradually changed the norms and cultural structures of the traditional
model. In other words, the Mertonian model have been questioned and its
effectiveness has been declined from the field of science. So that, value was
given to those science being adapted to the enterprise or quasi-enterprise

regulations, and in the first place their emphasis was on the profitability and
profitability of manufacturing science (Rashid Haji Khwajehlu & Hesampour,
2011:178 & 179). This model, emphasizing the relationship between
academic activities and economic institutions (especially industry) and
politics, does not negate the Mertonian and Cohenian model, however
understand it as a part of academic science period that now has been replaced
by post-academic science. (Ghaneii Rad,2003:284).

On the other hand, socialization in postgraduate programs is a nonlinear
process in which commitment and identity are developed through
experiencing formal aspects of university culture and professional and
personal reference groups. The effects of diverse factors of socialization
trends and expected results are different and steadily developing. The result
of socialization is not merely the transfer of a social role, however the
identification and commitment to the role, which is defined as normative as
well as individual. In this regard, in terms of Weidman et al. (2001:11-15),
two characteristics of socialization based on the process of socialization and
the relationship between core and specific elements (knowledge acquisition,
investment and conflict) with the development and development of
professional commitment and identity, especially for understanding the
dynamics of professional programs and graduation, are outstanding and
important. The main goal at high levels of higher education is to create
professional identity and commitment to profession and occupation in the
form of adherence to the norms of science, which becomes more intense
during the stages of socializing.

Accordingly, in this study, in order to understand the current situation of
students' adherence to scientific norms (academic and post-academic) by
placing their activities in the context of daily university life and the formation
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of student identity as an intermediary and modulating factor of the intensity
of this process based on Weidman et al. approach (2001) has been
investigated.

Methodology

This study was a social survey and the data was collected employing
questionnaire technique. The statistical population of this study is graduate
students from public universities of Isfahan province. Also, Isfahan University
from level 1 comprehensive universities, Kasan University from level 2
comprehensive universities along with Art University of Isfahan from level 3 of
specialized universities were selected for invesigation.

Sample Power software was used to estimate the sample size. According to
the estimation of the software and the importance of the subject and the
tendency to pay more attention to the results, the sample size was determined
to be 320 people. The sampling method was stratified sampling proportional
to the volume based on the share of the population of postgraduate students of
universities based on the statistics of the Institute for Research and Planning
in Higher Education (2016) and the sample size was estimated in the
universities according to the size of the statistical population.

Findings
According to the findings, 21.4%of students adhered to academic norms,

59.3% were moderate and 19.3% were high (Mean=10.3, SD=1.3).
Commitment to post- academic norms was low among 16.9%, moderately
42.1% and 40.9% (Mean=77.5, SD=8.8). The level of socialization of 8.7%
of students in line with academic activities was low, 32.3% moderate and 59%
was high (Mean=115.01, SD=17.31). Student identity was low in 21.3%,
43.5% moderate and 35.1% high (Mean=130.4, SD=19.9).

Interms of evaluating the effect of academic socialization on commitment to
academic and post-university norms, the most important comparable
analytical findings are presented on the level of students’ commitment to
academic and post-academic norms (table 1.).
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Table 1: Comparative Study of the Most Important Analytical Findings of Students'
Commitment to Academic and Post- Academic Norms

General effect
Effects f Indirect | Direct q Scientific
Rer/opmances Sfor Square P T Effect effect effect pariabes norms
Values | Statistics value
60/613 0/419 | 0/039 | 0/000 3/602 | 0/415 | 0/186 | 0/233 Scientific .
socialization | academic
64/424 0279 | 0/056 | 0/010 2571 | 01279 - 0/279 Student norms
identity
RZ4: 01214 R% 0/219 Q2 0/077 SRMR: 0/09
64/484 0/360 | 0/018 | 0/000 5418 | 0360 | o198 | ore2 | Scientific post-
socialization .
Student academic
65/294 0295 | 0/058 | 0/006 2/750 | 0/295 - 0/295 Suae norms
identity
R24;: 0/173 R% 0/178 Q% 0/050 SRMR: 0/10

Based on the results, the total impact of academic socialization on students'
commitment to academic norms is 41% and the effect of student identity is
27%. In general, the above two variables explain 21% of the changes in
students' commitment to academic norms. The effect volume of student
identity variable (0.056) and scientific socialization (0.039) is low. Also, the
effect of total academic socialization on students' commitment to post-
academic norms is 36% and the effect of student identity is 29%. Totally, the
above two variables explain 17% of the changes in students' commitment to
post-academic norms. The effect volume of student identity variable (0.058)
and scientific socialization (0.018) is low.

In addition, for both the model of adherence to academic and post- academic
norms, the amount of Q2 illustrates that the predictive power of the model is
low. Considering the amount obtained in the importance-performance matrix
of the two models, the scientific socialization variable is more important and
at the same time poorer performance versus student identity variable. On this
basis, it is necessary to focus more on this variable in future planning. SRMR
index is applied to investigate the fit of the model and identify the principle of
how much the research data are in harmony with the theoretical model.
Obtaining acceptable amount in the two models mentioned, it can be couluded
that model has a favorable fitness. Generally, based on the findings of the
study, students reported that their commitment to post- academic norms was
higher than commitment to academic norms. Comparing the evaluation
indicators of the conceptual model of the research, the conceptual model of
Wideman et al. (2001) in the statistical population of the research is more
explaining the students' commitment to academic norms than post- academic.
in addition, data on the relationship between students' commitment to
academic norms and adherence to post- academic norms show that students
are more inclined to commitment to post- academic norms than commitment
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to academic norms. However, their willingness to commitment to post-
academic norms does not mean turning away from academic norms, and the
amounts obtained to commitment to academic norms are also considerable.
According to the above table, about half of students (46.2%) with high
commitment to academic norms have a high level of commitment to post-
academic norms.

Conclusion

The results indicate that there is a noticeable sociological fluctuations and
sway in adherence and commitment to academic and post-academic norms
among students. In this regard, the results of this study show that students'
commitment to academic norms is less than their commitment to post-
academic norms. The results of evaluating the model of adherence to post-
academic norms indicate that there is no direct relationship between scientific
socialization and this variable. While the most important function of scientific
socialization is determining and creating a special type of identity for
academic individuals, followed by commitment to beliefs, symbols and
norms.

The results of the research on the one hand, while emphasizing on the
simultaneous presence or coexistence of academic and post- academic norms,
acknowledge that the first and second models of knowledge continue together.
However, considering that the second model of knowledge offers positive and
creative opportunities, students' tendency towards the second model is more.
According to the results of the study, individuals seem to be exposed to
different forms of mutual and inconsistent pressures that are affected by the
complex social structure in which they live. In fact, the fluctuation of students'
commitment includes a kind of fluctuation that is revealed in the dignity
networks and its related roles. This means that they contain contradictory
ideas, have contradictory normative experiences in a single role (as students)
and sometimes conflict between several interconnected roles (employment in
public or private institutions and organizations along with student roles) along
with contradictory cultural values. In other words, students' confusion and
their fluctuation in commitment to academic and post- academic scientific
norms have been formed in a limbo that the discourse governing the scientific
community has been studied.

According to the findings of the research, undoubtedly the of academic
culture, defining and clarifying academic identity for professors and students,
reforming the evaluation system and promoting professors, valuing ethical
principles, reforming students' socialization, combining cultural, ethical and
scientific-educational criteria can lead to reforming the current situation of
universities.
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