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Abstract

In this study, an attempt was made to find a value-relevance relationship of
the Iranian social sciences field and to formulate the concerns that effect
researchers in this field. The main question was what the social sciences in
Iran is thinking about and the question of which field is considered to be the
main issue that can be pursued at the social level. In this regard, doctoral
dissertations in this field during 2009-19 as one of the final products of this
field were analyzed. The work began with a review of 437 dissertations by
using "thematic analysis" method and by dividing them according to different
fields of sociology, changes in the hegemony of areas were observed during
these ten years. In some areas where there were a large number of dissertations
at the beginning of the study period, including Sociology of Culture and
Political Sociology, fewer dissertations were seen in recent years. While other
popular fields, such as "Development Sociology" and "Economic Sociology",
have continued to grow rapidly until the end of this period. In addition, areas
in which fewer dissertations have been written throughout this period,
including Sociology of Environment and Sociology of Education, have
attracted significant interest from researchers in recent years. As a result of
the second type of codification, a kind of "Economic-turn" is observed in the
titles of dissertations during these ten years; this means that the economic
issues of the society are becoming more and more important, and in the same
way, addressing the issues of democracy, freedom and civil society has been
marginalized.
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Introduction

is it possible to ignore the determination of science itself, if the general
purpose of science is to represent the determination of phenomena. Sociology
of science aims to explain sociological factors related to the scientific fields.
The sociology itself is no exception to this kind of encountering and should
be studied sociologically at a self-reflective level. In this regard, this study
also strive to explore the social determination of this science in Iranian society
by using a sociological study. Accordingly, with a series of related questions
to the trend of evolution in the dominant discourses in this science, the
research was designed in order to obtain a more specific structure of the
problematic of this science along with an overview of what is visible for the
social sciences in Iran.

The observation unit was limit from the beginning of the research in order to
obtain favorable data out of the research resources. Therefore, reviewing the
dessirtations as the final production not only would delineate the current
condition of the field, but also would optimize the utilization of the resources.
These resources include master's theses, doctoral dissertations, articles and
books. Doctoral dissertations are appropriate choice in this field due to the up-
to-datedness as well as being mandatory for all candidates intending to
complete the highest level of academic education in any field. The doctoral
dissertation is of great importance for illustraiting the characteristics of a
science and its social determinations. Therefore, in order to achieve an
apparent formulation of the major topics, core issues, mentioned below, were
examined using dissertation analysis.

* What is the atmosphere of dominant discourses in the field of doctoral
student dissertations?

* How have these discourses evolved over time?

* According to the model obtained from this path, what are the possible
alterations in future?

Methodology

Given the importance of reviewing doctoral dissertations that were discussed
in the introduction and considering the limited access to the full text of
dissertations, research was conducted based on the classification of them
through Titles and, if necessary, refer to the abstract of dissertations. Defining
the research problem, examine the distribution of dissertations were exsmined,
and as the titles of these dissertations were considered, the thematic analysis
was utilized. Thematic analysis is a suitable method for examining the
dominant and all-encompassing themes from the heart of experimental data
and requires continuous rethinking and successive reciprocation between the
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fields, analyzing the data and recodification them until achieving the most
barrier labels.

In this regard, two types of codifications have been selected according to the
necessity of the subject. The first category of codes is the internal codes of
sociology itself, which is the division of research branches according to
diverse fields of sociology.

Unlike the first category, important social bottlenecks were reffered to specify
the codes lable of the second category. Moreover, the initial codes were
formulated by referring to the experimental data several times. However,
according to the method of thematic analysis, these codes should be
redesigned after dealing with the field and continuous rethinking until the last
stage of the research in order to achieve a valid degree of comprehensiveness
and barrier. Accordingly, it is impossible to determine the codes once for the
last time and then move on to other steps, but the attempt to find the best name
for the classes continues until the last stage of analysis. The final codes are
divided into nine family groups.

two different sources were employed to follow the research problem by
reviewing PhD student dissertations in social sciences; "Iranian Research
Institute for Information Science and Technology" (IranDoc) and the Library
of the Faculty of Social Sciences in University of Tehran. Between 2009 and
2019, 360 dissertations were registered in the "Iran Doc" system in the field
of social sciences and doctoral degree. There are also 77 dissertations in the
field of social sciences and in the doctoral degree in the library of the Faculty
of Social Sciences in University of Tehran. Thus, 437 Ph.D. dissertations were
selected and analyzed as the sample of the study.

Findings

base on the first type of codification, the dissertations in the fields of
"Sociology of Culture", "Political Sociology", "Sociology of Development",
"Sociology of Gender", "Sociology of Religion", "Economic Sociology" and
"Sociology of Media and Communication" received more attention than other
fields respectively. It is noteworthy to mention that, some of the most popular
areas among dissertations raised slightly over the last ten years. In other
words, although these fields account for a larger number of dissertations,
compared to other areas, they have experienced less growth or even a decline
in recent years. Traditional popular areas that have experienced negative
growth include "Sociology of Culture", "Political Sociology" and "Sociology
of Media and Communication". "Sociology of Culture" has declined form
60% in 2009 to 9% in 2019. This sinking can be seen in “Political Sociology”,
decreasing from 40% in 2009 to 9% in 2019.Meanwhile, “Sociology of Media
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and Communication” experienced a significant drop of 16% in 2019. In
contrary, the fields of "Sociology of Development", "Economic Sociology"
and "Sociology of Religion" witnessed a growth during the period. It should
be noted that the number of dissertations in the field of "Sociology of Gender"
with a slight fall remained almost constant. There was not report on
"Sociology of Development" while accounted for 16% at the end of the period.
The "Economic Sociology" and "Sociology of Religion" also followed the
same pattern in the beginning and reached 18% and 4% in 2019, respectively.
It should also be noted that some other areas, accounting for a small number
of dissertations in the last ten years, experienced significant growth and are
expected to reach to the better position in coming years; "Environmental
Sociology" rising significantly in recent years, increasing from 0 to 3%
between 2009 and 2019, is an area to mention. Other examples of include
"Sociology of Education" and "Social Psychology", increasing form 0% to 2%
and %] percent, respectively.

Examining the trend of evolution during this ten-year period based on the
second type of codification, it was found out that the discourses of "civil
liberty", "family", "ethnicity" and "ancient Iran", had a fall in recent years.
Although "civil liberty" did not have a portion in the dissertations of 2009, it
reached 13% and 25%, respectively followed by a decline in the years leading
to 2019. In the cases of "free market-based development", "inequality",
"deviations" and "environment" all mentioned continue to grow rapidly.
While the discourse of “inequality” was standing at 0 in 2009 and 2010, there
was a slight rise by reaching 10% in 2019. The discourse of "free market-
based development" increased from zero percent in 2009 to 22 percent in
2019. The discourse of "environment", which did not have a share among
dissertations in the years 2009 to 2013, except in 2010, accounted for 7% in
2019. It is worth emphasizing that although there was no alteration in tendency
of Ph.D. candidates for doing reseach on "womanhood" discourse, as it
remained constant during the ten years, this case still had the highest figure.

Conclusion

Analyzing the data collected for this research, it can be concluded that among
the doctoral dissertations in social sciences, the hegemony of some
traditionally popular fields is facing a great failure. It seems that in relation
with the value-relevance of the field of social sciences, the dominant
dominance of some fields over the social sciences is being lost and some other
fields are being substituted by popular fields.

In a general, summary of the findings of both types of codifications in relation
to the value-relevance of the social sciences field can be seen, firstly, the
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field's attention to the issue of environment is increasing and this issue is
becoming one of the main concerns in this area. Secondly, a change was
witnessed in the hegemony of traditional social science issues in the field of
research, opening the door for new issues to enter the meaningful realm of this
field, such as concerns related to education and social psychology. Thirdly,
facing with society, researchers pay more attention to Economic dimensions
instead of political sides.

So far, we have dealt with the definite results of the research, but the course
of the findings regarding this final result leaves us with several possibilities
that require independent research about. It should be said that according to the
first type of codification, the fields of "Sociology of Development"” and
"Economic Sociology" were growing at the expense of decreasing the portion
of "Sociology of Culture" and "Political Sociology". As a result of the second
type of codification, it was apparent that in recent years, economic issues have
received more attention from sociologists. Although two contradictory
discourses, such as "free market development” and "inequality" have
increased against the discourse of "civil liberties", both discourses share a
common perspective: addressing economic issues and the pervasive economic
crisis.

The discourse of "free market development" and the discourse of "inequality"
in 2009 did not have a portion among the dissertations, but in 2019 they
achieved a share of 22 and 10 percent, respectively. This increase was to the
detriment of the "civil liberties" discourse, which lost its 13% and 25% share
in 2010 and 2011 and did not have a place among dissertations in 2019. Thus,
the share of economic discourses has risen from zero to 32% at the end of this
period, and in contrast, the share of the democracy, freedom and civil society
subjects has declined.

This almost complete reversal correlation between these two categories of
economic and political issues, which ultimately dominates the former over the
latter, not only is visible all the way through, but almost also the share of one
of the two increases, the share of the other decreases.

Admittedly, the limitations of the present study prevent a conclusive
conclusion about this fundamental change in the value-relevance of the social
sciences, but all the findings convince us to follow this "Economic-Turn" in
the changing process of visible issues for social sciences. In the end, we see
the greatest achievement of this research in the initial formulation of this
"Economic-Turn" in the social sciences. Therefore, instead of giving a
definitive answer to the important questions about this field, we end up with a
deeper level of questions about the motion of changes in the value-relevance
of the social sciences, which paves the way for the future researches.
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