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The analysis of higher education is considered as an important historical research and
it has been discussed in most countries, but in Afghanistan, it seems that higher
education has been less analyzed. Therefore, this research was conducted to analyze
the evolution of higher education in Afghanistan. The study used a qualitative research
method with a historical lens. The researcher tried to use documents related to
historical periods, available resolutions, and in-depth semi-structured interviews with
key experts in the field of higher education using a "targeted approach™ based on the
pattern of qualitative interviews and theoretical saturation, with 14 people and show
the evolution of higher education with an analytical perspective. The results of the
findings show the evolution of Afghanistan's higher education in five periods of
pragmatism, Isolation and exclusivity, stagnation, and transformation. The fifth period,
which is the ritualization of universities based on Islamic teachings, begins after 2021.
Higher education has had different orientations since 1932-2021. The common feature
of these orientations in most periods has been ideological orientations.
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Introduction

Higher education is considered as the highest and last stage of the educational system, or in other words, the top of the education
pyramid in every country (Alfonso, 2018). In Afghanistan, not only the history of the evolution of education has not been
researched, but higher education as a supplementary education period has been given the attention of experts and researchers
as much as public education, it has not been the subject of theorizing and scientific research. This situation can be clearly
proven with a brief look at the scientific and research resources available in the field of higher education and interviews with
key informants and experts. This is in the situation that Afghanistan's higher education system has been engaged in
policymaking in various educational sectors, including scientific programs, without relying on the necessary scientific support,
but according to its main and inevitable duties. Therefore, the evolution of the higher education system has not been
scientifically researched in any period, while in other countries; the history of higher education is a part of research in graduate
education. However, what is important in the current research is to pay attention to the naming and precise division of historical
periods and the orientations of higher education in these periods, which can be identified based on documents, views and
opinions of key informants in the field of higher education.

However, the problem of the current research is raised with the question of what was the evolution of higher education in
Afghanistan and what was the role of political systems in its evolution?

Research questions:

- What are the most important historical periods of higher education in Afghanistan?

- What were the influential events in each of the historical periods of higher education in Afghanistan?

- What are the orientations governing each of the transformation periods of higher education in Afghanistan?

Methodology

The purpose of the research is to study the evolution of Afghanistan's higher education. The study used a qualitative research
method with a historical lens. By using the available sources and documents and interviewing key informants, the researcher
tried to show the periods of developments in Afghanistan's higher education with an analytical perspective. To collect
information from all documents, sources, resolutions and documents of higher education, the information of academic staff
members and experts were used as key informants and elites. The sources of information to identify the historical periods of
higher education in Afghanistan are: 1- Examining documents and approvals related to the courses of history of higher
education; 2- Examining the classifications made by researchers from the historical periods of higher education; 3- The opinions
of key informants were higher education. The key elites were selected by the research team with a targeted approach. From the
in-depth interview method, based on the pattern of qualitative interviews and following its standards and using the "theoretical
saturation criterion"”, 14 people were interviewed as a sample in a period of 35-50 minutes. Then the collected data was analyzed
through qualitative content analysis.

Findings

The findings of this research show that Afghanistan's higher education has experienced the following four periods from 1932-
2021, and the fifth period will begin after 2021:

1- The period of pragmatism (1932-1978);

2- The period of isolation and monopoly (1978-1992);

3- The period of Stagnancy (1992-2001);

4- The period Transformation (2001-2021);

5- The period of ritualization of universities (2021- onwards)

However, modern higher education in Afghanistan started with the establishment of the Medicine Faculty in 1932
(Samady, 2001). and developed from 1961 to 1978. Although after the Soviet invasion in 1979, major changes appeared in
higher education (Wolayat &. Glass, 2021). But in 1980, compared to neighboring countries, the development of higher
education was lower. On the one hand, there were many challenges in the development of modern higher education, and on the
other hand, its structure was limited (Samady, 2001).
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After the overthrow of the Soviet-backed regime by the Mujahideen, higher education entered a period of turmoil. During
the Islamic government of the Mujahideen and the Islamic Emirate of the Taliban in the first period (1992-2001), more attention
was paid to Islamic education instead of the modern higher education system. During this period, due to the civil wars, the
ruling systems did not have any kind of solution on the salaries of professors and the development of higher education. Most
of the academic staff and professors left the country. The higher education system and infrastructure were severely damaged
(Wolayat &. Glass, 2021). But with the beginning of the 20th century, there was hope for the revival of higher education.
During the Republic regime period (2001-2021), higher education was transformed in terms of quantity with the cooperation
of the international community (Elite No. 1, 2, 5, 6, 8 and 9). It experienced explosive growth with the establishment of 150
public and private higher education institutions. And nearly seven times the number of students increased from 58,769 to
365,982 (Ibrahimi, 2014). But, higher education institutions had little administrative autonomy during these periods, and their
administrative affairs were subject to rigid rules and strict regulations enforced by the Ministry of Higher Education. Even the
universities did not have a role in the selection of students and their ability, and they were introduced by the National
Examinations Department. In terms of financial resources, higher education institutions are dependent on the central
government and this type of funding has not been effective. Because the mechanism of allocating financial resources to
institutions ignores efficiency incentives and increases uncertainty about the future. At the same time, political decisions in the
appointment of executive employees have a negative impact on the governance and management of middle and low level
employees (Shakir, 2012).

Conclusion

In the discussion of the history of Afghanistan's higher education; it can be said that Afghanistan's higher education system has
experienced four historical periods and the fifth period is ongoing. In these periods, higher education has had different
orientations. The common point of the orientations of higher education, which is often mentioned in all periods, is the
ideological orientation of the ruling political systems. According of opinion (Elite No. 9): "During the period of pragmatism
(1932-1978), the orientations were towards the training of expert personnel to meet the needs of the society and the bureaucratic
and bureaucratic system". And its basis relied on the cooperation of foreign countries and their experiences and curriculum
content were used (Elite No. 1, 3, and 9). During the period of isolation and monopoly (1978-1992), especially during the
Soviet occupation, it was intended to cultivate a committed force for a democratic society and loyal to the communist system,
and short-term training courses were designed and implemented. In the opinion of the (Elite No 2, 8 and 9): "In this period,
higher education was influenced by the ideology of communism". The third period, which covers 10 years, was the period of
stagnation for higher education (Elite No. 1, 2, 5, 8, and 9), during the period of stagnation (1992-2001), the orientation of the
curriculum towards Islamic ideology in the regions under the rule the Islamic government and the Islamic Emirate of the
Taliban (first round) have been on the agenda. According to (Elite No. 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 14): The fourth period can be defined
as a period of transformation. Education has been in accordance with national and international requirements.

In the discussion of characteristics, Afghanistan's higher education during the period of pragmatism was managed by
internal staff and foreign experts with respect to academic freedom and had international prestige (Elite No. 1, 3, 6, and 8).
During the period of isolation and monopoly, higher education policies were made by a limited number of faculty members
loyal to the system and without the participation of academics under the supervision of Russian advisers, which reduced the
cooperation of Western countries with higher education (Elite No. 1, 2, and 9). During the_Stagnancy, higher education was
not organized and did not make any progress. (Elite No 1, 2 and 9). In the fourth period, which is known as the Republic
Regime period, higher education changed. During this period, higher education benefited from the support of the international
community and developed using the existing domestic and foreign capacities. New fields of study were created. Curricula with
global standards were revised (Elite No 2).

The results of the research show that Afghanistan's higher education has operated with a centralized approach since its
establishment and has experienced four periods of pragmatism, isolation and monopoly, stagnation and transformation, and is
at the beginning of the fifth period. Higher education has had different orientations in these periods. Higher education has had
different orientations in these courses. The experience gained from the higher education periods before and after the civil wars
is the transition from the relatively national and independent higher education system in the period of pragmatism to the
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ideological and centralized system in the period of isolation and monopoly. After a ten-year period of stagnation, it is a period
of transformation towards asking opinions and making universities and faculty participates in higher education policy-making.

References

Alfonso, R. (2018). Connecting higher education and innovation to local development. Futures, 103, 73-83.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.004

Almasi Fard, M. R., Yarahmadi, M., Oroji, H., & Oroji, M. (2022). Analyzing the Mental patterns of the Academic Entreprneurship Effects
on NTBFs Development. Journal of Science and Technology Policy, 14(4), 73-90. https://jstp.nrisp.ac.ir/article_13918 en.html

Andishmand, M. A. (2010). Modern education of Afghanistan (1903-2010). . Meiwand Publications.

Babury, M. O., & Hayward, F. M. (2014). Afghanistan higher education: The struggle for quality, merit, and transformation. Planning for
Higher Education, 42(2), 1. https://www.academia.edu/download/34072416/PHEV42N2_Full-Issue.pdf#page=6

Baharustani, R. (2012). Comprehensive study of higher education in Afghanistan. Kabul: Afghanistan Investment Support Agency, Research
and Planning Department.
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?g=related:3B5eLqNDjjAJ:scholar.google.com/&scioqg=Comprehensive+Study+of+Higher+Educati
on+in+Afghanistan.&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5

Burridge, N., Maree Payne, A., & Rahmani, N. (2016). ‘Education is as important for me as water is to sustaining life’: perspectives on the
higher education of women in Afghanistan. Gender and Education, 28(1), 128-147. https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.1096922

Couch, D. (2019). The policy reassembly of Afghanistan's higher education system. Globalisation, Societies and Education, 17(1), 44-60.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2018.1523708

Daulatabadi, B. A. (2003). Birth certificate of Afghanistan. Tehran: Printing and Publishing Organization of the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance.

Fathi Vajargah, K. (2022). The Re/Multicontextualization of Curriculum Studies in the New Century. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 17(65),
7-26. https://www.jcsicsa.ir/article_154932.html?lang=en

Gall, M., Borg, W., & Gall, J. (2015). Quantitative and qualitative research methods in education and psychology. Translation: Ahmad Reza
Nasr Esfahani.
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:aPx3bswiE9kJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=Quantitative+and+qualitative+research+met
hods+in+education+and+psychology.+&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5

Hoseini Moghadam, M. (2023). Artificial Intelligence and the Future of University Education in Iran. Quarterly Journal of Research and
Planning in Higher Education, 29(1), 1-25. https://doi.org/10.61838/irphe.29.1.1

Hosseini Largani, S., Barani Ali Akbari, S., & Yadegarzadeh, G. (2019). Designing a system for compiling and developing university
curricula. In: Tehran: Higher Education Research and Planning Institute [in Persian].

Ibrahimi, N. (2014). Bureaucratic policies and patronage politics: Prospects and challenges of private higher education in Afghanistan.
Briefing Paper.
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?g=related:D5WpsncS6gEJ:scholar.google.com/&sciog=+Bureaucratic+Policies+and+Patronage+P
olitics+Prospects+and+Challenges+of+Private+Higher+Education+in+Afghanistan:+Afghanistan+Analysts+Network.+&hl=en&as_s
dt=0,5

Javaheri, F., & Helali Sotoudeh, M. (2022). University & Cultural Policies: The Relation Between Ideal and Reality. Quarterly Journal of
Research and Planning in Higher Education, 28(4), 23-41. https://journal.irphe.ac.ir/jufile?ar_sfile=3899427&lang=en

Kamali, H., Ghorban Shiroodi, A., & Rahimi, S. (2022). Towards Reviewing and Developing the Applicability of University E-Learning in
the Post-Corona: Introducing a Strategic Model. Journal of Science and Technology Policy, 15(3), 13-28.
https://jstp.nrisp.ac.ir/article_13949_en.html?lang=fa

Kamgar, J. R. (2008). History of Afghanistan education. .

Ministry of Higher Education of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, M. (2016). National Strategic Plan for Higher Education 2016-2020.
. Publications Department of the Ministry of Higher Education.

National Commission of Higher Education Curriculum, N. (2021). Guidelines for revision and development of academic curriculum. Kabul:
Department of Development of Scientific Programs of the Ministry of Higher Education.

Nazari, Q., Abolghasemi, M., Alami, F., Mohammadi Chaboki, R., & Ghahramani, M. (2022). Examining the Educational, Research and
Organizational Challenges of New Faculty Members of Kandahar University, Afghanistan. Journal of Science and Technology Policy,
15(3), 1-12. https://jstp.nrisp.ac.ir/article_13950_en.html?lang=fa

Niazi, O. (1989). Factors and results of Haft Sawr coup. Peshawar Publications.


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2018.04.004
https://jstp.nrisp.ac.ir/article_13918_en.html
https://www.academia.edu/download/34072416/PHEV42N2_Full-Issue.pdf#page=6
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:3B5eLqNDjjAJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=Comprehensive+Study+of+Higher+Education+in+Afghanistan.&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:3B5eLqNDjjAJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=Comprehensive+Study+of+Higher+Education+in+Afghanistan.&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.1096922
https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2018.1523708
https://www.jcsicsa.ir/article_154932.html?lang=en
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:aPx3bswiE9kJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=Quantitative+and+qualitative+research+methods+in+education+and+psychology.+&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:aPx3bswiE9kJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=Quantitative+and+qualitative+research+methods+in+education+and+psychology.+&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5
https://doi.org/10.61838/irphe.29.1.1
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:D5WpsncS6gEJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=+Bureaucratic+Policies+and+Patronage+Politics+Prospects+and+Challenges+of+Private+Higher+Education+in+Afghanistan:+Afghanistan+Analysts+Network.+&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:D5WpsncS6gEJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=+Bureaucratic+Policies+and+Patronage+Politics+Prospects+and+Challenges+of+Private+Higher+Education+in+Afghanistan:+Afghanistan+Analysts+Network.+&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=related:D5WpsncS6gEJ:scholar.google.com/&scioq=+Bureaucratic+Policies+and+Patronage+Politics+Prospects+and+Challenges+of+Private+Higher+Education+in+Afghanistan:+Afghanistan+Analysts+Network.+&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5
https://journal.irphe.ac.ir/jufile?ar_sfile=3899427&lang=en
https://jstp.nrisp.ac.ir/article_13949_en.html?lang=fa
https://jstp.nrisp.ac.ir/article_13950_en.html?lang=fa

(L:E.-';.;i:i.‘(ﬁ:.n;‘
b ‘ Rahyab et al. Quarterly Journal of Research and Planning in Higher Education 30:1 (2024) 19-34

SO Thl s e

Niroo, W. T., & Glass, C. R. (2022). Illusions of improvement: aspirations and realities of quality assurance and accreditation policy in
Afghanistan higher education. Higher Education Research & Development, 41(3), 952-966.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07294360.2020.1867514

Norouzzadeh, R., & Fathi Vajargah, K. (2008). An introduction to university curriculum planning. First Edition. . Higher Education Research
and Planning Institute Publications.

Rashidi, Z. (2023). Reflections on experiences of blended learning among leading countries in this field: Lessons for Iranian Higher
Education. Quarterly Journal of Research and Planning in Higher Education, 29(1), 27-52. https://doi.org/10.61838/irphe.29.1.2
Romanowski, M. H., McCarthy, T., & Mitchell, T. L. (2007). Rebuilding Afghanistan’s higher educational system: Observations from Kabul.

International Journal of Education Policy and Leadership, 2(3). https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michael-Romanowski-
2/publication/26636167_Rebuilding_Afghanistan's_Higher_Educational_System_Observations_from_Kabul/links/57babe7208ae14f4
40bda051/Rebuilding-Afghanistans-Higher-Educational-System-Observations-from-
Kabul.pdf?origin=journalDetail&_tp=eyJwYWdlljoiam91cm5hbERIdGFpbCJ9

Samady, S. R. (2001). Education and Afghan society in the twentieth century. https://policycommons.net/artifacts/9799491/education-and-
afghan-society-in-the-twentieth-century/10704058/

Shakir, S. U. (2012). Institutional Autonomy and Academic Freedom in the Afghan Public Higher Education Institutes: From 2002 to 2012.

Sharifzadeh, F. (2011). The necessity of reidentifying educational system and its role regarding country’s social-scientific development: A
research on university undergraduate public administration program. https://www.sid.ir/paper/241231/en

Vajari, T. D., Sorkhabi, M., Arefi, M., & Fardanesh, H. (2011). Conceptualization of curriculum development models in higher education.
Journal of Shahid Beheshti University, 8, 48-62. https://www.sid.ir/FileServer/JF/33313903005

Sl b izt
5 ity g

E-ISSN: 2717-2201


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2717-2201
https://doi.org/10.1080/07294360.2020.1867514
https://doi.org/10.61838/irphe.29.1.2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michael-Romanowski-2/publication/26636167_Rebuilding_Afghanistan's_Higher_Educational_System_Observations_from_Kabul/links/57babe7208ae14f440bda051/Rebuilding-Afghanistans-Higher-Educational-System-Observations-from-Kabul.pdf?origin=journalDetail&_tp=eyJwYWdlIjoiam91cm5hbERldGFpbCJ9
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michael-Romanowski-2/publication/26636167_Rebuilding_Afghanistan's_Higher_Educational_System_Observations_from_Kabul/links/57babe7208ae14f440bda051/Rebuilding-Afghanistans-Higher-Educational-System-Observations-from-Kabul.pdf?origin=journalDetail&_tp=eyJwYWdlIjoiam91cm5hbERldGFpbCJ9
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michael-Romanowski-2/publication/26636167_Rebuilding_Afghanistan's_Higher_Educational_System_Observations_from_Kabul/links/57babe7208ae14f440bda051/Rebuilding-Afghanistans-Higher-Educational-System-Observations-from-Kabul.pdf?origin=journalDetail&_tp=eyJwYWdlIjoiam91cm5hbERldGFpbCJ9
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Michael-Romanowski-2/publication/26636167_Rebuilding_Afghanistan's_Higher_Educational_System_Observations_from_Kabul/links/57babe7208ae14f440bda051/Rebuilding-Afghanistans-Higher-Educational-System-Observations-from-Kabul.pdf?origin=journalDetail&_tp=eyJwYWdlIjoiam91cm5hbERldGFpbCJ9
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/9799491/education-and-afghan-society-in-the-twentieth-century/10704058/
https://policycommons.net/artifacts/9799491/education-and-afghan-society-in-the-twentieth-century/10704058/
https://www.sid.ir/paper/241231/en
https://www.sid.ir/FileServer/JF/33313903005

